Unit 7
Reading B

Farewell My Lady (5l 17, FREIFRAD  CF E Rl

1 The Chu army under Xiang Yu's leadership was one of the principal armed forces made up of
peasant rebels to war as the end of the Qin Dynasty. At the Battle of Julu, his troops defeated over
three hundred thousand of the Qin troops, which eventually led to the downfall of the Qin Dynasty.
Though young, Xiang Yu was a brave man of enormous strength and outstanding talents. On the
battlefield, he always rode on his warhorse named Wuzhui, and carried a spear of one zhang and
eight cun. Having no fear of death, he put all to rout wherever he went. After Qin's fall, he boasted
about his achievement, and thought highly of himself, proclaiming himself the Hegemon of
Western Chu. “He divided the empire that had been unified under the Qin Dynasty into eight
kingdoms and granted each into account his own personal preference instead of that person’s
battle achievement or military power, which annoyed the vassal kings. Liu Bang, who was the
most powerful among them, was given the title“King of Han” and given to rule the domains of Ba,
Shu and Hanzhong, which had been the area where the Qin Dynasty had exiled criminals. As a
result, Liu Bang hated Xiang Yu very much. He was a subtle and ingenious person. He adopted the
strategies devised by his advisors, conserved his army’s strength and energy, and waited for good
opportunities. He attacked Xiang Yu's territory many times when Xiang Yu was busy assaulting
other Kingdoms. Xiang Yu fell into a rage at this, and started a war with Liu Bang relying on his
military superiority. The war lasted for five years, exhausting both sides' soldiers and logistic
support.
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2 Xiang Yu was heroically brave and his subordinates were all valiant and good at fighting. Han
Xin, Liu Bang's chief general, spied out the land in person together with his advisors and finally
decided to set up a coordinated ambush from the sides at Mount Jiuli. Meanwhile, he sent his
eloquent advisor Li Zuoche to feign surrender to Xiang Yu and win his trust so as to lead him into
the trap. But Xiang Yu fought with his spear in hand and defeated lots of Han troops. At the crucial
and extremely dangerous moment, Xiang Yu's subordinates gave up their own lives to help him
break out of the encirclement.
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3 Having suffered a crushing defeat, Xiang Yu returned to his barracks with a livid face. His lady
Yuji was sad and pained, for she had never seen her husband defeated before. However, she put
her emotions under control and tried her best to comfort Xiang Yu. They believed that as long as
they firmly defended their camp and launched no more attacks, the Han army would retreat when
they ran out of the provisions. Unfortunately, it didn't occur to them that their own grain depot had
been burnt down by the Han army and their supply lines cut off. Hence the soldiers of the Chu
army began to complain and their morale was low.
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4 In his tent, Xiang Yu was at a loss, unable to see any way out of the dire situation. Yuji set out
wine for him to cheer him up a bit. Gusts of wind shuddered the barracks and blew through the
branches of the trees, sounding like the cries of many ghosts. Xiang Yu couldn't help sighing,
saying that it was Heaven's will that Chu's reign be toppled. As it got dark, Yuji suggested to him
that he have a rest. She felt upset at Xiang Yu's words and so made an inspection tour around the
camp.
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5 The moon was bright and it was quiet during the late night. The wind seemed to be carrying a
faint sound of familiar songs. The sounds were coming from the Han army's camp—but
strange!— the sounds were of folk songs from the Chu region. This was a scheme devised by Han
Xin to depress the Chu army's morale. He had ordered his Han soldiers and captured Chu soldiers
to learn and sing the folk songs of the Chu region. The sound of these songs reminded the soldiers
of Chu army of their parents, wives, children, and their hometowns and created a false impression
that their native land had been conquered by Liu Bang's army. Thinking of how they were trapped
at Gaixia without provisions of reinforcements, and hearing the touching songs of their hometown,
the Chu soldiers lost their will to fight, and they began to desert the army in droves.
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6 Having heard the disturbing sounds being carried over the wind during her inspection tour, Yuji
immediately woke up Xiang Yu to listen for himself. On hearing the Chu songs he sank into
dismay, convinced that the Han army had already conquered the that maybe the two of them



would never meet again after that day. Yuji cried her heart out at his words.
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7 The warhorse Wuzhui whinnied a sorrowful neigh outside the barracks. Xiang Yu went to it and
affectionately stroked it, the loyal animal being a beloved companion to him on the battlefield.
The horse looked at now the her husband. She led Xiang Yu back into his tent and served him with
wine. After drinking for a while, he chanted in a heroic but mournful tone: | could pull down
mountains with might and main; But my good fortune wanes, and my steed won't fight; Whether
my steed will fight or not, I no longer care;What can be done about it, my lady fair!
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8 Yuji had never heard such sad singing from her husband before during her company with him for
many years. She realized that she did not have much time any more to be with him. Consequently,
she dressed herself up and took a sword in hand, singing and dancing for him.
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9 Xiang Yu was drinking down his sorrows when a scout reported that the Han army had launched
a converging attack. Xiang Yu put on his armor at once and urged Yuji to equip herself so as to be
able to fight her way out with him. Yuji did not want to be a burden on her husband, however. She
took out Xiang Yu's sword when he was not noticing and then and there committed suicide with it.
Xiang Yu was overwhelmed with grief.
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