Unit 6
Reading B

Month Seven (-t )

1 In Month Seven the Fire Star is hardly spotted;
In Month Nine winter coats are allotted.
In Month Eleven the north wind blows cold;
In Month Twelve severe weather will hold.
Without a cloth coat coarse or fine,
How can we last through the winter time!
In Month One we repair the plough;
In Month Two we begin to mow.
Women and children leave the house
And carry food to the field down south;
The surveyor takes the food to his mouth.
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2 In Month Seven the Fire Star is hardly spotted;
In Month Nine winter coats are allotted.
When the weather turns warm in spring,
The orioles wake and start to sing.
Carrying deep baskets in their hands,
The maidens walk to the farmland
To gather mulberries by the strand.
As the spring sun goes its course,
They pick baskets of wormwood outdoors.
Yet they are worried when they are alone,
For fear the dandies will take them home.
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3 In Month Seven the First Star is hardly detected;
In Month Eight we have reeds collected.

When we trim mulberries in Month Three,

We use both axes and hatchets

To cut the long boughs and branches,



And pick the leaves from soft branches.

In Month Seven the shrikes shriek overhead;

In Month Eight we twist the hempen thread

And dye it black, or yellow instead.

We may dye it red, which is so bright,

To make skirts for the young knight.
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4 In Month Four the milkworts are in seeds;
In Month Five the cicadas chirp in the trees.
In Month Eight we gather in the crops;
In Month Ten leaves from the trees drop.
In Month Eleven we hunt the raccoon-dogs
And go on to skin the fox
To make fur coats and frocks.
In Month Twelve we have a grand chase,
To complete the hunt with good grace.
We keep the yearlings for our hoard;
we present the old boars to the lord.
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5 In Month Five the grasshoppers hop about;
In Month Six the crickets start to skip out.
In Month Seven they live in the fields;
In Month Eight they stay under the eaves;
In Month Nine in the room they keep;
In Month Ten under the bed they sleep.
We smoke the mice and stop the holes;
We seal the doors and the windows.
Wretched are our children and spouses;
Not until the new year comes around
Can they move into those small houses.
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6 In Month Six we eat plums and wild grapes;
In Month Seven we cook mallows and beans.
In Month Eight we knock down the dates;
In Month Ten we take in the grains.
With the grains we make rice wine;
Drinking the wine grants us long life.
In Month Seven we eat the melons;
In Month Eight we cut the gourds;
In Month Nine we collect the hemps.
We pick wild herbs and cut firewood;
These things make our livelihood.
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7 In Month Nine we prepare the threshing floor;
In Month Ten we put the crops in store.
There's rice, sorghum and glutinous millet,
Also sesame, beans, wheat and millet.
We farmers have much to deplore;
As soon as we put the crops in store,
We must build houses for the lord.
We gather thatch grass in the morning
And twist ropes in the evening.
When we are finished with houses,
We are busy again at the ploughs.
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8 In Month Twelve we chop the ice with hammers,
In Month One we move it to the cellars.

In Month Two we use it in sacrifice,

To preserve the lamb and the chive.

In Month Nine it is cold with frost;

In Month Ten we clean the threshing floor.

With two pitchers of wine in our hands,



We then begin to kill the lambs.
Together we go to the lord's hall,
And raise the horn cups above us all,
Wishing a long life to our lord.
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