Unit 13
Reading B

An Excerpt from The Dream of the Red Chamber {ZL#5%) & E:
— “The Lady Dowager Sends for Her Motherless Grand-Daughter” % £} 34 M B &
Trans. by Yang Xianyi & Gladys Yang #75 mi+ #7355

1 To return to Daiyu. When she disembarked, a sedan-chair from the Rong Mansion and carts for
her luggage were waiting in readiness. She had heard a great deal from her mother about the
magnificence of her grandmother's home; and during the last few days she had been impressed by
the food, costumes and behaviour of the relatively low-ranking attendants escorting her. She must
watch her step in her new home, she decided, be on guard every moment and weigh every word,
so as not to be laughed at for any foolish blunder. As she was carried into the city she peeped out
through the gauze window of the chair at the bustle in the streets and the crowds of people, the
like of which she had never seen before.
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2 After what seemed a long time they came to a street with two huge stone lions crouching on the
north side, flanking a great triple gate with beast-head knockers in front of which ten or more men
in smart livery were sitting. The central gate was shut, but people were passing in and out of the
smaller side gates. On a board above the main gate was written in large characters: Ningguo
Mansion Built at Imperial Command.
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3 Daiyu realized that this must be where the elder branch of her grandmother's family lived.
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4 A little further to the west they came to another imposing triple gate. This was the Rong
Mansion. Instead of going through the main gate, they entered by the smaller one on the west. The
bearers carried the chair a bow-shot further, then set it down at a turning and withdrew. The
maid-servants behind Daiyu had now alighted and were proceeding on foot. Three or four smartly
dressed lads of seventeen or eighteen picked up the chair and, followed by the maids, carried it to
a gate decorated with overhanging flowery patterns carved in wood. There the bearers withdrew,
the maids raised the curtain of the chair, helped Daiyu out and supported her through the gate.
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5 Inside, verandahs on both sides led to a three-roomed entrance hall in the middle of which stood
a screen of marble in a red sandal wood frame. The hall gave access to the large court of the main
building. In front were five rooms with carved beams and painted pillars, and on either side were
rooms with covered passageways. Cages of brilliantly coloured parrots, thrushes and other birds
hung under the eaves of the verandahs.

L T A 0 A JER ] v ] — B =R R T TIT 3 R R S — SRR ARHE (1 KB A B
M7 PLEEN AR B 3. AT 2 T BER R R 7, P B AR IE 5 1a) .
GRS RO RERG . 1 JE A A 5 ) LI 28 7 HEAE R R AR T

6 Several maids dressed in red and green rose from the terrace and hurried to greet them with

smiles.
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7 "The old lady was just talking about you, " they cried. “And here you are. ”
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8 Three or four of them ran to raise the door curtain, and a voice could be heard announcing,

“Miss Lin is here. "
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9 As Daiyu entered, a silver haired old lady supported by two maids advanced to meet her. She
knew that this must be her grandmother, but before she could kowtow the old lady threw both
arms around her.
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10 “Dear heart! Flesh of my child!" she cried, and burst out sobbing.
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11 All the attendants covered their faces and wept, and Daiyu herself could not keep back her tears.
When at last the others prevailed on her to stop, Daiyu made her kowtow to her grandmother. This
was the Lady Dowager from the Shi family mentioned by Leng Zixing, the mother of Jia She and
Jia Zheng, who now introduced the family one by one.
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12 "This, " she said, “is your elder uncle's wife. This is your second uncle's wife. This is the wife
of your late Cousin Zhu. ”
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13 Daiyu greeted each in turn.
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14 “Fetch the girls, " her grandmother said. “They can be excused their lessons today in honour of

our guest from far away. ”
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15 Two maids went to carry out her orders. And presently the three young ladies appeared,
escorted by three nurses and five or six maids.
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16 The first was somewhat plump and of medium height. Her cheeks were the texture of newly
ripened lichees, her nose as sleek as goose fat. Gentle and demure, she looked very approachable.
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17 The second had sloping shoulders and a slender waist. She was tall and slim, with an oval face,
well-defined eyebrows and lovely dancing eyes. She seemed elegant and quick-witted with an air
of distinction. To look at her was to forget everything vulgar.
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18 The third was not yet fully grown and still had the face of a child.
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19 All three were dressed in similar tunics and skirts with the same bracelets and head ornaments.
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20 Daiyu hastily rose to greet these cousins, and after the introductions they took seats while the
maids served tea. All the talk now was of Daiyu's mother. How had she fallen il1? What medicine
had the doctors prescribed? How had the funeral and mourning ceremonies been conducted?
Inevitably, the Lady Dowager was most painfully affected.
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21 “Of all my children I loved your mother best, " she told Daiyu. “Now she has gone before me,
and I didn't even have one last glimpse of her face. The sight of you makes me feel my heart will
break!" Again she took Daiyu in her arms and wept. The others were hard put to it to comfort her.
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22 All present had been struck by Daiyu's good breeding. For in spite of her tender years and



evident delicate health, she had an air of natural distinction. Observing how frail she looked they
asked what medicine or treatment she had been having.
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23 “I've always been like this, ” Daiyu said with a smile. “I've been taking medicine ever since I
was weaned. Many well-known doctors have examined me, but none of their prescriptions was
any use. The year I was three, I remember being told, a scabby monk came to our house and
wanted to take me away to be a nun. My parents wouldn't hear of it. The monk said, ‘If you can't
bear to part with her she'll probably never get well. The only other remedy is to keep her from
hearing weeping and from seeing any relatives apart from her father and mother. That's her only
hope of having a quiet life. > No one paid any attention, of course, to such crazy talk. Now I'm still
taking ginseng pills. ”
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24 "That's good, " approved the Lady Dowager. “We're having pills made, and I'll see they make

some for you. "
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25 Just then they heard peals of laughter from the back courtyard and a voice cried:
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26 “I'm late in greeting our guest from afar!"

CEORIB T, AEmELTE! 7

27 Daiyu thought with surprise, “The people here are so respectful and solemn, they all seem to be
holding their breath. Who can this be, so boisterous and pert?"
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28 While she was still wondering, through the back door trooped some matrons and maids
surrounding a young woman. Unlike the girls, she was richly dressed and resplendent as a fairy.
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29 Her gold-filigree tiara was set with jewels and pearls. Her hair-clasps, in the form of five
phoenixes facing the sun, had pendants of pearls. Her necklet, of red gold, was in the form of a
coiled dragon studded with gems. She had double red jade pendants with pea green tassels
attached to her skirt.
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30 Her close-fitting red satin jacket was embroidered with gold butterflies and flowers. Her
turquoise cape, lined with white squirrel, was inset with designs in coloured silk. Her skirt of
kingfisher-blue crepe was patterned with flowers.
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31 She had the almond-shaped eyes of a phoenix, slanting eyebrows as long and drooping as
willow leaves. Her figure was slender and her manner vivacious. The springtime charm of her
powdered face gave no hint of her latent formidability. And before her crimson lips parted, her
laughter rang out.
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32 Daiyu rose quickly to greet her.
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33 “You don't know her yet. " The Lady Dowager chuckled. “She's the terror of this house. In the
south they'd call her Hot Pepper. Just call her Fiery Phoenix. ”
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34 Daiyu was at a loss how to address her when her cousins came to her rescue. “This is Cousin
Lian's wife, " they told her.
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35 Though Daiyu had never met her, she knew from her mother that Jia Lian, the son of her first
uncle, Jia She, had married the niece of Lady Wang, her second uncle's wife. She had been
educated like a boy and given the school-room name Xifeng. Daiyu lost no time in greeting her
with a smile as “cousin. ”
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